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to putting side-walks on two sides of the school, to guttering, and
to drainage. All of that is a job and an expensive one in itself,
and streets and side-walks and drainage there will be almost as valu-
able to the people living in that neighborhood, all of whom use our
school building steadily, as is the school itself.

It seems to me we can hardly ask the children and their elders
to tramp through the mud another winter or our janitors to try to
keep the school building clean. I think it will take at least a thou-
sand dollars to make the present lot into a properly drained, graded,
surfaced, equipped play-ground with the necessary fencing, etc. It
is on this job that I am hoping that you will feel inclined to help us,
as you did about getting the swimming pool. A play-ground and
athletic field in Irishtown is something that it is as hard for the
average Lexingtonian to see the need of as it was to make them see
the need of such a school building with swimming pool, etc. Now
we have it, nobody can ever enter it and doubt again. It will be
the same thing when we offer a little park as counter attraction to
the six saloons in that neighborhood, but somehow I can't get Lex-
ington people to see it beforehand. (We are working to try to get
rid of the six saloons, but that is a still longer fight in this commu-
nity and I am convinced that the constructive work like opening
other places for recreational purposes besides the saloons has to go
along with it.)

I hope this long letter has not worn you out and that you may
feel inclined to help us do a further really big and valuable thing in
connection with Lincoln School.

Hoping to hear from you, I am

Cordially yours,

MADELINE MCDOWELL BRECKINRIDGE

She described in her various letters the development
of the social uses of the building and its equipment.
In the summer of 1917 the usual activities were enlarged
to meet the recreational needs of the soldiers at Camp
Stanley, located on the Versailles road, which is an
extension of the street on which the school faces. Dances